RUGBY LABOUR PARTY

5 November 2011 

Andrew Harvey

Chief Executive 

UHCW

Clifford Bridge Road 

Coventry 

CV22 2DX 

Dear Chief Executive 

We are writing to you to register a formal complaint with regard to the forthcoming closure of Birch Ward at Rugby Hospital of St Cross in relation to the failure by the relevant local NHS Organisations/Bodies to meet their statutory duty to consult with the local community and locally elected Borough Councillors.

Under Section 242(1B) of the National Health Service Act 2006 (“2006 Act”), as amended by the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (“2007 Act”), provides as follows:

“Each relevant English body must make arrangements, in respect to health services for which it is responsible, which ensures that users of those services, whether directly or through representatives, are consulted and involved in

(a) The planning of the provision of local services,

(b) The development and consideration of proposals for changes in the way those services are provided, and 

(c) Decisions to be made by that body affecting the operation of those services.  

We believe that the closure of this ward and the way this service will be provided in the future will have a detrimental impact on the local community and those users of the services provided by Birch Ward.

We also believe that the closure of this ward may well comprise the future viability of the St Cross hospital and ultimately lead to the closure of St Cross hospital itself.   This being the case a full public consultation would be necessary in accordance with the guidelines published by the Cabinet Office including:

· A detailed consultation document setting out the options;

· A summary version for the public;

· A dedicated website explaining the issues;

· 13 weeks or more of formal consultation;

· A public engagement strategy involving public meetings, working with the media and affected local organisations;

· Engagement with MPs, councillors and the Overview and Scrutiny Committees; 

· A report to the PCT or other body on the outcome of consultation.

As locally elected Councillors we have a very real concern that many services have already been cut at St Cross by stealth in a way that has deliberately avoided meaningful public involvement and engagement. 

We look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency.

Yours sincerely 

Claire Edwards,

Acting Secretary 

RUGBY LABOUR GROUP 

Claire.edwards@rugby.gov.uk 

